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Editorial Statement
We open this, the eighth issue of The Bridge with an essay,
Peter Lassen, Danish Pioneer of California, by Franklin D. Scott.
Scott portrays The Dane, Peter Lassen exceedingly well. Peter
Lassen was a sturdy Dane, possessed of qualities universally
admired, who left his homeland for America, ahead of the great
migration, and who left his mark in a manner of which we all can
be proud.
Many immigrants sought to preserve their language and native
culture in the new land, and the Danes were no exception. Ejnar
Farstrup, writing from experience, in Language Transition and
Danish American Children's Schools, provides insight into the
motivations and efforts put forth in some Danish settlements to
teach the Danish language to their children.
We have included the first eight Sketches from Life On Lilac
Hill, by Karen Kadgihn - a little more than half of a booklet she
has written about her grandparents' (Danish immigrants)
experiences on the Iowa prairie.
Erik Helmer Pedersen, in Danish Farmers In The Middle West,
assumed the difficult task of providing an historical account of
farming as practiced in the Mid-West. We think he did it well, and
for this we are grateful. Pedersen has pointed out that we are very
short of historical data for studies of this kind . It is the purpose of
the Danish American Heritage Society to encourage (with the
Danish Immigrant Archival Listing project providing access to
essential data) further exploration in this and other areas of Danish
immigrant life. We have hopes that the situation will improve.
Thorvald Hansen writes interestingly about Louis Pio - not a
run-of-the-mill Danish immigrant - but one who made his mark.
Through his work as archivist at Grand View College, Hansen adds
something new to the record about this interesting Dane.
St'.l'en Kierkegaard, famous philosopher and theologian, did not
migrate to America, and those Danes who did migrate rarely were
aware of his existence, let alone his significance. But his thoughts
have had world-wide influence. In response to suggestions for an
article about Kierkegaard, Howard and Edna Hong, whose long
association with the Kierkegaard Library at St. Olaf College,
Northfield, Minnesota, were the logical choice.
Those who have contributed Book Reviews, for which we are
very appreciative, are identified, briefly, as follows:
-i-

Joyce Carol Oates - American novelist, currently on the
faculty of Princeton University. Her most recent novel is Angel
of Light.
Mogens K. Knudsen - Danish student in Scandinavian Studies
at the University of Wisconsin, with a special interest in
Danish American Studies .
Peter L. Petersen - Professor of History of West Texas State
University, and a member of the Editorial Support Committee
of the Danish American Heritage Society.
Gerald Rasmussen - Dean of Instruction at Lane Community
College, Eugene, Oregon, and Vice President of the Danish
American Heritage Society.
Egon Bodtker Director of Public Services, Chemeketa
Community College, Salem, Oregon, and Treasurer of the
Danish American Heritage Society.
Arnold N. Bodtker Heritage Society.

President of the Danish American

Harald Hand Lund Retired and lives in Higganum ,
Connecticut. Has had an extensive and distinguished career in
public service. In submitting his comments about this book,
he added, " Jensen's book is stunningly good. "
Announcement: Donald K. Watkins, Associate Professor of
Germanic Languages and Literature at the University of Kansas,
will assume the editorship of The Bridge, beginning with the next
issue. Details leading to this selection were outlined in our
Newsletter #9, November, 1981 . We affirm again our confidence
that you will continue to enjoy The Bridge under his editorship.
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